[image: image1.jpg]al
an






Tuesday, March 4, 2008







For Immediate Release

JAZZ LEGEND JON HENDRICKS PERFORMS WITH JANE-FINCH CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

AS PART OF THE ART OF JAZZ COMMUNITY VOICES PROGRAM

THURSDAY, APRIL 24 - 8:00 p.m. - ROY THOMSON HALL, TORONTO

Toronto, ON – On Thursday, April 24th at Toronto’s Roy Thomson Hall, 86 year-old jazz vocalist and living legend JON HENDRICKS will be joined by a choir comprised of 250 children from the Jane-Finch elementary and middle schools as part of the ART OF JAZZ COMMUNITY VOICES PROGRAM. This concert is the culmination of the unique interactive music education outreach program COMMUNITY VOICES that has paired jazz musician, lyricist and educator Jon Hendricks with young Toronto students to expose, teach and inspire a love for music and the art of jazz.
“Community Voices strives to introduce Canada’s youth to a lifelong engagement with the power of jazz music. I am proud that for a 2nd year, Art of Jazz will provide students in the Jane Finch community the opportunity and experience of jazz music through the voice of a jazz legend," says Art of Jazz President, Bonnie Lester. "Forging new connections between great musicians and today’s youth in the classroom and on stage, is a unique and powerful experience for students, teachers and musicians alike.  It encourages creativity and active participation, builds self confidence and provides all participants with new learning opportunities and a chance to contribute in a positive way to their community.”   

As Director of this year’s the Art of Jazz Community Voices Program, Hendricks is teaching 250 children from 10 elementary and middle schools at Jane and Finch. The children are studying some of the great historic jazz repertoire made famous by Jon Hendricks, which will be performed at Roy Thomson Hall.

One of the world’s best known vocalists and lyricists, Jon Hendricks has been called the "The Poet Laureate of Jazz". As the creative force behind the legendary jazz vocal trio, “Lambert, Hendricks & Ross”, Jon Hendricks literally invented a new jazz vocal language, based on an instrumental approach to the music, freely using both lyrics and “scat”. His 1985 album Vocalese won five Grammy Awards. His television documentary, Somewhere To Lay My Weary Head, received an Emmy, Iris and Peabody Award. His stage work, Evolution of the Blues, ran an unprecedented five years at the Broadway theatre in San Francisco. Throughout his career, Hendricks has worked with the likes of Count Basie, Dizzy Gillespie, Art Blakey, Buck Clayton, Miles Davis, Thelonious Monk, Wynton Marsalis, and Bobby McFerrin.

This special event will also feature Aria Hendricks and guest soloists Don Thompson, Jane Bunnett, David Virelles, Larry Cramer and Archie Alleyne. Tap dancer Edward “Rocky” Mendes, an apprentice of the legendary Jimmy Slyde, will also perform as well as the Toronto Mass Choir – a Juno Award-winning 30 voice Gospel Choir.
THURSDAY, APRIL 24 - 7:30 p.m. - ROY THOMSON HALL, 60 Simcoe St., Toronto

TICKETS: $20 - ON SALE MARCH 7th  - Reserved Seating
 Best Seats in the House/“Friends of AOJ” tickets - $100 with all proceeds going to outreach education programs
Tickets available at the Roy Thomson Hall Box Office: (416) 872-4255
About Art of Jazz
Art of Jazz is an artist-founded, not-for-profit organization dedicated to the cultivation of jazz education and performance.  Founded in 2005, the organization’s mission is three-fold: to provide jazz education and mentorship programs to a new generation of artists and audiences in Canada; to present innovative-year-round programming; and to build a permanent home for jazz in Toronto. For more information on Art of Jazz visit: www.artofjazz.org
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MEDIA CONTACT:

Christine Liber, Liberty Ink, T. 416-651-4722 x 1, Christine@libertyink.ca
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